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TULIP LITERACY 
Tulips come with baggage-historical, h orticultural, and 
emoti on al. We swe ar them off, then buy them again. 
This is a guide to understanding why. 
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Published in 1613 by Nuremberg apothecary and botanist Basilius Besler, the 
monumental florilegium (a catalog of flowers), Hortus Eystettensis, artistically 
records the plants of the garden of the Prince-Bishop of Eichscatt in Bavaria. 

THE MAKING OF THE MODERN TULIP 
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How HOLLAND 
BECAME 

TULIP COUNTRY 

I
f tulips hail from the rugged mountains of Turkey, 
the Caucasus, and Central Asia, it's fair to ask 

how the Netherlands-about as mountainous as 
a billiard table-became the undisputed capital 
of tulipdom. The answer lies in geography, 
geology, and a dose of Durch ingenuity. 

The Netherlands offers a near-made-to-order 
environment for bulb growing. Much of its 
prime bulb land sits in polders-B.at, reclaimed 
fields protected by dikes-with sandy, rich, 
impeccably well-drained soils. A high water 
table and dense canal network make irrigation less a 
challenge than a baseline condition. 

The climate seals the deal. Winters are mild, springs 
are long and cool, and weather extremes are rare­
exactly what tulips want. 

1559 

The first recorded 
bloom of a wild tulip 

species in Europe 
appears in Augsburg, 

Germany. 

LATE 1500s 
Early crosses of the 
naturally occurring 

Tulipa x gesneriana emerge, 
igniting widespread 

enthusiasm for tulips in 
European gardens. 

1634-1637 
Tulipmania grips the 
Dutch Republic; the 
speculative market 

collapses abruptly in 
February 1637. 

LATE 1600s 
Novel forms such as 
parrot and striped 
tulips remain in 
cultivation, long 

afi:er the speculative 
frenzy fades. 

EARLY 1800s 
Botanical exploration 

of Central Asia expands, 
introducing new 

wild tulip species to 
European collections. 
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